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Excitement filled the air on March 18th 
when the Aspen Institute named Lake Area 
Technical Institute a Finalist-With-Distinction 
for the 2015 Aspen Prize for Community 
College Excellence! Selected from 1,123 
community colleges nationwide, this is the 
third time LATI has been awarded this honor 
along with $100,000 in Prize funds.

“Today we celebrate in the company of 
an esteemed group of Top 10 community 
colleges who work every day to improve the 
lives of seven million community college 
students nationwide,” LATI President Mike 
Cartney commented after the announcement. 
“We are extremely proud to be named a 
Finalist-With-Distinction for the third time in 
a row – the only college in history to attain 
that status every consecutive time. It is a 
tribute to our faculty, staff and leadership who 

strive each and every day to improve student 
outcomes on our campus. It’s not about being 
the best, it is about doing our best and the 
rest will follow!”

The Aspen Prize, the nation’s preeminent 
recognition of high achievement and 
performance in America’s community colleges, 
is awarded every two years and recognizes 
institutions for outstanding outcomes in four 
areas: student learning; certificate and degree 
completion; employment and earnings; and 
high levels of access and success for minority 
and low-income students. 

“Lake Area Tech has a graduation rate that 
rivals most top-tier four-year colleges,” said 
Joshua Wyner, Executive Director of the 
Aspen Institute College Excellence Program 
and author of What Excellent Community 
Colleges Do. “Every faculty and staff member 

“We are extremely proud to be named a Finalist-With-Distinction  
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has a single-minded focus: ensuring students 
succeed and are prepared for careers in good, 
available jobs.”

Lake Area Technical Institute (LATI) has been 
a Finalist-With-Distinction each of the three 
years the Aspen Prize has been awarded since 
2011. Its graduation/transfer rate is among 
the highest in the nation, fueled by its highly 
structured programs of defined courses 
and hands-on educational approach. LATI’s 
2,000 students, most attending full-time, are 
guided into a technical program when they 
enroll – based on their aptitude, goals and 
interests – and guided on a clear pathway to a 
degree or certificate. LATI faculty track student 
success from start to finish and also work with 
local employers to build and fine-tune their 
exemplary workforce training programs to 
provide students with the exact skills they need 
to be job-ready. The college is part of a solid, 
perpetual employment loop with regional 
employers investing heavily in LATI and its 
students, providing equipment, scholarships, 
and field experiences and collaborating with 
instructors and hiring LATI graduates who then 
go on, as employers themselves to continue 
the cycle.

Lake Area Tech student outcomes: 

•  73% graduation/transfer rate, among highest 
in the nation (40% national average) 

•  98% of graduates are employed or 
continuing their education six months after 
graduation 

•  Graduates earn 49% more than other new 
hires in the region 

This year’s Aspen Prize winner, Santa Fe 
College (Gainesville, FL), will receive $800,000, 
while a second Finalist-With-Distinction, West 
Kentucky Community & Technical College, 
and the “Rising Star” recipient, Kennedy-King 
College (Chicago, IL), will receive $100,000 
prizes. 
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First  
Event Set for April 9 

The inaugural TEDxLATI event 
will be held Thursday, April 9, in 
the Student Center at Lake Area 
Technical Institute from 9:00 to noon. 
The independently organized event, 
licensed by TED, will feature local 
voices and TED Talks videos under 
the theme “It’s Your World.” 

Launched in 2009, TEDx is a 
program of locally organized events 
that bring the community together 
to share a TED-like experience. 
Some of the best talks from TEDx 
events have gone on to be featured 
on TED.com and garnered millions 
of views from audiences across the 
globe. 

About tEDx,  
x = inDEpEnDEntly orgAnizED EvEnt 

In the spirit of ideas worth 
spreading, TEDx is a program of 
local, self-organized events that 
bring people together to share a 
TED-like experience. At a TEDx 
event, TED Talks video and live 
speakers combine to spark deep 
discussion and connection in a small 
group. These local, self-organized 
events are branded TEDx, where 
x = independently organized TED 
event. The TED Conference provides 
general guidance for the TEDx 
program, but individual TEDx events 
are self-organized. 

About tED

TED is a nonprofit organization 
devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. 
Started as a four-day conference 

in California 30 years ago, TED has 
grown to support its mission with 
multiple initiatives. The two annual 
TED Conferences invite the world’s 
leading thinkers and doers to speak 
for 18 minutes or less. Many of these 
talks are then made available, free, 
at TED.com. TED speakers have 
included Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, 
Elizabeth Gilbert, Sir Richard 
Branson, Nandan Nilekani, Philippe 
Starck, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Sal 
Khan and Daniel Kahneman. 

The annual TED Conference takes 
place each spring in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, along with the 
TEDActive simulcast event in nearby 
Whistler. The annual TEDGlobal 
conference was held in October 
2014 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  
TED’s media initiatives include  
TED.com, where new TED Talks are 
posted daily; the Open Translation 
Project, which provides subtitles 
and interactive transcripts as well 
as translations from volunteers 
worldwide; the educational initiative 
TED-Ed. TED has established the 
annual TED Prize, where exceptional 
individuals with a wish to change 
the world get help translating their 
wishes into action; TEDx, which 
supports individuals or groups in 
hosting local, self-organized TED-
style events around the world, and 
the TED Fellows program, helping 
innovators from around the globe 
to amplify the impact of their 
remarkable projects and activities.

Follow TED on Twitter at 
twitter.com/TEDTalks,  

or on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/TED. 

Visit our newly created website www.lakeareatech.edu/tedxlati/  
for more detailed information about TeDxLATI. 

The Cosmetology Department has had some exciting remodeling going 
on! There have been many improvements completed this year including 
all new sinks, pedicure chairs, cosmetics area, new classroom tables, and 
facial rooms. The cosmetology world is constantly changing and evolving 
and with that, the program has to keep up. Department Head Shawn Lohr 
said, “Our clients have been really enjoying the improvements over the 
last year, as have the students.” 

Cosmetology Remodel

Stop by and check out the salon!
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Full-Ride Build Dakota  
Scholarships

Applications have been pouring in for full-ride Build Dakota Scholarships. At Lake 
Area Tech, eligible programs include Automotive Technology, Building Trades, 
Diesel Technology/CAT ThinkBIG program, Energy Technology/Energy Operations, 
Electronics Technology, Heavy Equipment Operator, Medical Lab Tech, Practical 
Nursing and Practical Nursing E-degree (at Huron, Sisseton, and Aberdeen), Precision 
Machining and Precision Machining E-degree, Robotics and Robotics E-degree,  
and Welding. 

“When you step back and look at the real impact of Mr. Sanford’s gift and matching 
funds from Governor Daugaard, offering these scholarships at South Dakota’s 
Technical Institutes gives people more than just a scholarship, it gives them CAREERS 
and brightens their future!” remarked Mike Cartney, LATI President. “Amplifying the 
impact of this gift through additional industry support is the goal of our Stretch the 
Million, Grow Your Workforce campaign.”

Build Dakota scholarships are available for new, incoming students for the 2015-16 
school year. Covered expenses will include tuition and fees, books, equipment and 
other related program expenses. Scholarship recipients must commit to stay in South 
Dakota to work in their field of study for three years following graduation.

The early-bird deadline for the Build Dakota Scholarships was March 31, 2015.  
In-state and out-of-state students are eligible to apply and scholarship applicants 
must be accepted into their program of interest. Recipients of the scholarship must 
enroll full-time and complete their educational program on schedule. 

The Build Dakota Scholarship program was announced in late 2014. It is made 
possible by a $25 million donation from T. Denny Sanford and a $25 million grant by 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard from the South Dakota Future Fund. Build Dakota aims to 
support students entering high-
need workforce programs at South 
Dakota’s technical institutes to fill 
the state’s technical career fields 
with skilled professionals.

Build Dakota scholarships are available for new, incoming 
students for the 2015-16 school year. Covered expenses will 
include tuition and fees, books, equipment and other related 
program expenses. 

Lake Area  
Tech Reaches 
Enrollment  
Milestone

. . . Lake Area Tech has been 
privileged to experience the 
continued growth of the  
institute and the overwhelming 
success of its graduates. 

We finally did it! Following the final spring 
semester student count, it was determined 
2,020 students are enrolled at Lake Area 
Tech through on-campus, online, and dual 
status classes! This record enrollment 
number is an increase of 26 percent over 
last year’s spring semester number. The 
overall combined numbers of the fall and 
spring semesters helped Lake Area Tech 
meet a long-established goal. 

President Mike Cartney commented, “It 
has been a long-term goal at Lake Area 
Tech to reach the 2,000 student mark,” 
he said. “We are very pleased to exceed 
that number with 2,020 new and returning 
students enrolled here for the spring 
semester. This is nothing but good news 
for business and industry and the work 
force shortages they are facing.” 

Cartney continued, “Lake Area Tech 
has been privileged to experience the 
continued growth of the institute and the 
overwhelming success of its graduates. 
Our success can be attributed to our 
exceptional staff, the great partnerships 
we have with business and industry, 
and strong community and statewide 
partnerships.”

Former LATI President Deb Shephard of 
Watertown, and LATI Foundation Board 
Member Mark Leddy, CEO of Valley Queen 
Cheese of Milbank, were appointed by 
Governor Dennis Daugaard to the board that 
will administer the Build Dakota Scholarship 
program. The seven-member board 
determined the programs eligible for the 
program in February and will soon meet  
to begin the first-round award process.

Shephard, Leddy Serve on Build Dakota Board

Deb Shephard Mark Leddy 3
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1. It’s our 50th anniversary! Lake Area Tech 
students and staff celebrated our Fab@50 kick 
off in January with some food and fun. Check out 
the old athletic uniforms from back in the ‘Lakers’ 
days!

2. From right 1st year Heavy Equipment 
Operator student, Myles Smith from Morris, MN, 
demonstrates the CAT simulator training aid 
to past Diesel Instructor, Ron Meidinger while 
past Diesel Instructor, John Mudder provides his 
guidance. Special note, when Mudder retired 
Meidinger took his position and was mentored 
by Mudder . . . some things never change!!!

3. All-Campus Read is underway this semester 
with many activities planned to coincide with the 
book: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. 
Students, staff, and the public are welcomed 
to participate as we read for fun. Learn more at 
www.lakeareatech.edu.

4. Lake Area Tech students and staff hosted area 
high school students at its recent Transportation 
Camp. The camp is an opportunity for high 
schoolers to explore a wide variety of career 
opportunities in the transportation industry. 
LATI students in transportation-related 
programs including Aviation Maintenance 
Technology, Automotive Technology, Custom 
Paint & Fabrication, Diesel Technology, Heavy 
Equipment Operator and High Performance 
Engine Machining provided hands-on activities 
and offered first-hand knowledge into these 
high-demand programs.

5. LATI welcomed 292 new students at the 
spring semester Kick Off! The full and fun day 
of activities included an overview of services, 
info on purchasing books, obtaining photo IDs, 
and learning about the various organizations and 
activities on campus.

6. Leadership Watertown had a class at LATI. 
Student of the class watching a demonstration of 
a Med/Fire Rescue Simulation. 

7. Med/Fire and Rescue students Taner Reister 
(left) and Theodore Bueltel (right) simulate real life 
situations in Lake Area Tech’s Mobile Simulation 
Lab that the program got last February. MFR 
Students use the Mobile Simulation Lab once a 
week as they share the five simulators with many 
other programs on campus.

8. Twice a year LATI hosts Senior Tech Day – a 
chance for high school seniors from all over the 
region to visit campus and learn what a day in 
the life of a Lake Area Tech student is like. Here, 
seniors and their parents learned about our 
new Medical Simulation Lab and its innovative 
capabilities.
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LAKE AREA TECH

CELEBrATE Our 50TH ANNIvErSAry

$20 EAch or 6 for $100
1965 ChEvY BELAIR 

Alumni cAn EAsily  

$500,000 
if EvEry Alumni buys

 1 2
 t ickEt  tickEts 

 $270,000 $540,000

 

buy tickets online at 50.lakeareatech.edu

How will we 
use the proceeds?

Scholarships for 2015-16 . . . . . . . . $50,000

Fund Another Project Car . . . . . . . $60,000

Campus Improvements . . . . . . . . $180,000

Endowed Scholarship Fund . . . . $250,000

Lake Area Tech Car Show  
Expands for 10th Year
Students in the Lake Area Tech Car Club are changing it up for the 10th annual Car  
Show for a Cause. The club is expanding the event to include a Trade Expo and  
Swap Meet. LATI’s Car Club hosts the event every April as a fundraiser for a local 
charity. The 10th annual show is Saturday, April 18 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
inside the LATI Automotive Technology building in Watertown. 

The Car Show features classes in five categories including Custom Paint & Fab 
Choice, Automotive Technology Choice, High Performance Engine Machining 
Choice, Best of Show, and People’s Choice. After a vote of the people, winners in 
each class will receive a trophy, custom-made by LATI’s Precision Machining students. 
The public event is a combined effort of the Automotive Technology, Custom Paint & 
Fab, and High Performance Engine Machining programs.

LATI Automotive Technology Department Supervisor Brad Herding said the car show 
isn’t limited to cars. “We’re looking for cars, motorcycles, pickups, and dragsters,” he 
said. “Basically anything with wheels can be a part of the show. We also invite Trade 
Expo and Swap Meet exhibitors to participate.”

The students hope for a great turnout as the event benefits a local charity. “At the 
beginning of the school year, the students nominate charities to be considered and 
then it’s put to a vote,” Herding said. “This year the students voted to donate the 
proceeds to Make-A-Wish® South Dakota.” This is the fourth year the students voted 
for Make-A-Wish®.

Last spring, the Lake Area Tech Car Club presented a check to Make-A-Wish® South 
Dakota for $2,085.53 from the proceeds of the Car Show for a Cause and the Car 
Care 40-point inspection event, held each fall. “The students are working very hard 
to make the show a success,” Herding said. “I encourage anyone who is interested in 
seeing some great-looking vehicles to check it out and cast their vote.”

Admission for the public is $1 and concessions will be available.  
To register for the Car Show, Trade Expo (new parts) or Swap Meet (used parts), 
contact the Lake Area Tech Automotive Department at 605.882.5284 ext. 219,  
email GEERDESJ@lakeareatech.edu, or visit:  
www.lakeareatech.edu/academics/programs/auto/index.html. 

Upcoming  
Fifty Events  
for 50 Years
View all events at 50.lakeareatech.edu

APrIL
2 Junior Tech Day  
9 - 10 SkillsUSA State Competition at LATI
18 Auto Car Show  
22  Past LATI Retirees Meeting  

with the President 
24 Robot Games 
29 Governor’s Luncheon 
TBA All-Campus Read
TBA Five Sculptures Created by October   

MAy
8 Graduation       
TBA  Aspen & Don Lindahl  

Scholarship Award   

June
20 Boulder Golf Tournament 
TBA Solar Car Race       

JuLy 
4  4th of July Parade 
22  Past LATI Retirees Meeting  

with the President   
TBA ADACTE State Conference at LATI    
TBA Signature Event

AugusT
19 Kick Off Day      

sePTeMBer
5 65’ Chevy BelAir Raffle Drawing



Lake Area Tech was named to the 2014 
President’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll for its work in service 
learning projects. Lake Area Tech students 
contributed well over 17,000 hours in 
community service projects for the award. 
Some of those projects included working at 
Joy Ranch; serving at the Banquet; helping 
staff with blood drives and flu shot clinics; 
organizing and contributing to food drives 
for the Salvation Army and PACH program; 
fundraising for the Ronald McDonald 
House, Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Special 
Olympics, and Make-A-Wish; and providing 
Shoes 4 Kids for orphaned children of inner 
cities in the United States. 

“At Lake Area Tech, our faculty instills a sense of community involvement in our students 
from day one,” said Lake Area Tech Vice President Diane Stiles. “The exceptional 
leadership opportunities our students experience through community service creates 
a sense of pride and accomplishment that can only be developed outside of the 
classroom. We are humbled by this recognition, which truly is a testament to our staff 
and students’ efforts.” 

Lake Area Tech is the only South Dakota college named to the Community Service 
Honor Roll with Distinction list. This marks the sixth time Lake Area Tech has received 
the community service recognition award. The award program has grown tremendously 
with approximately 766 colleges nation-wide submitting hours of community service to 
be considered for the honor. 

The Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Department of 
Education honors the nation’s leading colleges and universities, students, and faculty 
members, and staff for their commitment to bettering their communities through 
community service and service learning.
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The Occupational Therapy Assistant 
program cheered for one of its own 
recently when Melodi Boke, a first-year 
OTA student from Faulkton was appointed 
to a national American Occupational 
Therapy Association (AOTA) position 
as the new AOTA Assembly of Student 
Delegates OTA Vice-Chairman! Melodi is 
the first South Dakota student to receive 
this honor. 

As the OTA Student Delegates Vice 
Chairman, Melodi said she is excited to 
represent OTA students across the nation. 
“In my new position, I’ll assist in raising 
awareness of the role of the occupational 
therapy assistant and also help voice 
the wishes of OTA programs across the 
nation.”

Lake Area Tech OTA Program Supervisor 
Julie Kalahar said on behalf of the Lake 
Area Tech OTA program, students and 
staff are thrilled to learn of Melodi’s 
accomplishment.

“We are excited to have Lake Area Tech’s 
OTA program represented by such a 
motivated and intelligent individual at 
the national level,” she said. “Melodi’s 
leadership and willingness to serve is an 
example to all students that they can make 
a difference in a profession. She will be a 
highly sought after OTA  
when she has completed  
her education and this  
amazing opportunity.”

Lake Area 
Tech Student 
Appointed to 
National AOTA  
Assembly

First-year  
OTA student  
from Faulkton

Melodi 
Boke

Above photo: LATI students and staff contributed many hours  
of service raising funds for the Polar Plunge  

Special Olympics fund raiser held annually at Lake Kampeska.

Community
The fourth series of Community 
U classes has been wildly popular 
this semester! Community U is 
a series of fun and informative 
classes held each fall and spring 
and is a shared effort among 
Lake Area Tech, H20-20, and the 
community of Watertown. This 
semester’s awesome line up of 
classes included Coffee & Create, 
where nearly 40 participants, led by 
Soulful Creations, tapped into their 
creativity and painted a beautiful 
canvas work of art. The attendees 
were also treated to a coffee 
beverage from the LATI’s coffee 
shop, the Mind Grind! 

U

LATI Nationally Honored  
for Community Service
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Scholarship Recognition Luncheon
Dana Dykhouse, CEO of First PREMIER Bank, delivers an outstanding keynote 
address to over 400 scholarship recipients and donors during the 13th annual LATI 
Scholarship Recognition Luncheon. Dykhouse gave insights to students saying; 
“take responsibility for your actions, do your very best at every task and job you 
are given, continue to learn throughout your life and find a mentor who can guide 
you.” Dykhouse’s first job was minimum wage $3.18 per hour. Under Dykhouse’s 
leadership First PREMIER Bank total assets have grown from $250 million to more 
than $1.5 billion. 

MakerSpace 
encourages Creative 
Minds to Collaborate

The LATI MakerSpace area is now open and 

ready for business! The MakerSpace area 

is a dedicated room designed to promote 

shared interaction amongst students,  

faculty, and staff in a creative environment.

MakerSpace offers its users a place to 

“Think it: Design it: Build it.” And, to do 

that, the area is equipped with tools, 

equipment, and supplies to help foster 

creativity through 3D printing, painting, 

crafting, metalwork, and many other 

avenues.

“The talent across Lake Area Tech is vast,” 

LuAnn Strait, LATI Director of Student 

Services, said. “We’re encouraging staff 

and students to partner with each other 

and use MakerSpace as a creative and 

imaginative outlet. The possibilities are 

virtually endless.”

MakerSpace is a unique, one-of-its-kind 

venture at the post-secondary education 

level in South Dakota.

The Life of a Student  
Ambassador 
Student Ambassadors Abbey Kittleson and Zachari Meyer are two of the seventy-one 
Ambassadors picked by their program instructors to represent their program and 
Lake Area Technical Institute. Academic performance, personality, and knowledge of 
their program are also some of the criteria to becoming a Student Ambassador.

Abbey Kittleson from Henry, SD is a 1st year Agriculture Student where she is fully 
enjoying being a Student Ambassador. The biggest enjoyment she has is being 
able to talk to potential future students about LATI, what a great school it is. Abbey 
believes there are so many opportunities at Lake Area Tech and this is just one of the 
ways she can let others know. 

Zachari Meyer is a Watertown Native and is a 1st year student and is studying Criminal 
Justice (Law Enforcement) which is a new program at Lake Area Tech. “Being a 
Student Ambassador has given me opportunities to build relationships that otherwise 
would not have been possible for me. I thoroughly enjoy making a connection with 
potential future students. I strive to enlighten all who I speak with to the possibilities 
and benefits of attending Lake Area Tech. I have had a wonderful experience thus far, 
and wish to share that with others.”

Abby and Zachari would definitely encourage others to be a student ambassador. The 
small, but important job gives a student the ability to make a difference in someone’s 
college visit and make to make that connection with that potential student. “If you 
enjoy entertaining, and communicating with others, than this is a perfect job for you” 
said Zachari.

Senior Tech Day is a very popular event among the Student Ambassadors and seems 
to be the most liked event out of all the events so far this year. It is a great time to talk 
to potential future students about Lake Area and show off all the programs Lake Area 
Tech has to provide.
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Areas OFStudy
AgriculturE
Agri-Aviation Option
Agri-Business Option
Agri-Production Option
Commodity Merchandising Option*
Dairy Option*
Environmental Option*
Equine Management Option*
Large Animal Technician Option*
Precision Technology Option
Ranch Management Option*
Swine Management Option*

AutomotivE tEchnology

AviAtion mAintEnAncE tEchnology*
Flight Training Option*

builDing trADEs tEchnology

businEss AssociAtE 
Fashion/Retail Merchandising Option*
Human Resource Associate Option*
Marketing & Management Option
Photography/Media Option*

computEr informAtion systEms
CISCO Specialist Option*
Network Specialist Option
Programming Specialist Option
Security Specialist Option
Visual Communications Specialist Option

cosmEtology*

custom pAint & fAbricAtion
Auto Body Technician Option
Diploma Option

DEntAl Assisting*

DiEsEl tEchnology
CAT ThinkBIG*
CNH Forging the Future*
Tractor Option
Truck Option 

ElEctronic systEms tEchnology

EnErgy opErAtions*

EnErgy tEchnology*

EntrEprEnEurship*

EnvironmEntAl tEchnology*

finAnciAl sErvicEs
Agri-Financial Services Option
Business Accounting Option
Consumer Financial Services Option

hEAvy EquipmEnt opErAtor*

high pErformAncE EnginE mAchining*

humAn sErvicEs tEchniciAn
Child Development Option
Developmental Disabilities Option
Mental Health/Activity Technician Option
Youth Offender Option

lAw EnforcEmEnt 

mED/firE rEscuE
Emergency Medical Specialist Option
Paramedic Diploma

mEDicAl Assisting

mEDicAl lAb tEchniciAn

nursing

occupAtionAl thErApy AssistAnt*

physicAl thErApist AssistAnt*

prEcision mAchining*

robotics

wElDing tEchnology

*  Indicates these programs are unique to  
Lake Area Tech in SD.
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P.O. Box 730 
Watertown, SD 57201-0730
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E-Degrees  

(online hybrid Programs)

“Like” the Lake Area Technical Institute Alumni  
Association page to receive updates from the  
Alumni Association and Foundation Office.

See www.lakeareatech.edu for detailed program by program E-Degree information.

LAKE AREA TECH  
IS ON FACEBOOK

AgriculturE
Agri-Business Option
Commodity Merchandising Option
Ranch Management Option

businEss AssociAtE
Marketing & Management Option

computEr informAtion systEms

DEntAl Assisting

EntrEprEnEurship

finAnciAl sErvicEs

mED/firE rEscuE 
Emergency Medical Technician Certification

mEDicAl lAb tEchniciAn

nursing

prEcision mAchining

robotics

COMe  
   viSiT

call to schedule  
your tour today! 

 605-882-5284  
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